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for his eloquence and majestic air. The English have
a steady courage, that fits them for great attempts
and endurance: they have also a petty courage,
through which every man delights in showing himself
for what he is, and in doing what he can ; so that, in
all companies, each of them has too good an opinion
of himself to imitate anybody. He hides no defect
of his form, features, clress, connection, or birthplace,
for he thinks every circumstance belonging to him
comes recommended to you. If one of them have a
bald, or a red, or a green head, or bow legs, or a scar,
or mark, or a paunch, or a squeaking or a raven voice,
he has persuaded himself that there is something
modish and becoming in it, and that it sits well on
him.

But nature makes nothing in vain, and this little
superfluity of self-regard in the English brain is one
of the secrets of their power and history. For it sets
every man on being and doing what he really is and
can. It takes away a dodging, skulking, secondary
air, and encourages a frank and manly bearing, so
that each rnan makes the most of himself, and loses
no opportunity for want of pushing. A man's per-
sonal defects will commonly have with the rest of the
world precisely that importance which they have to
himself. If he makes light of them, so will other
men. We all find in these a convenient meter of
character, since a little man would be ruined by the
vexation, I remember a shrewd politician, in one of
our western cities, told mo, "that ho had known
several successful statesmen made by their foible,"